DIRECTIONS: Briefly describe each of the following moments, all of which had crucial impact during the
confrontational decade of the 1850s. Be sure to explain how each event was foundationally important to
the sectional discord that would transition into the Civil War. The first one has been completed for you.

Immediately into the 1850s, Congress lost four of its key members due to retirement—Henry Clay (Kentucky), Daniel
Webster (Massachusetts), John C. Calhoun (South Carolina), and Thomas Hart Benton (Missouri). Their absence was
strongly felt. At a time when intelligent, reasonable leadership was necessary to guide the nation, Congress instead
began to act irresponsibly. In the last action of his outstanding political career, Clay (after securing support from
Webster) presented Congress with several resolutions designed to settle every outstanding issue regarding slavery. Upon
suggestion from a congressional colleague, all of Clay’s measures were combined into one comprehensive “Omnibus Bill.”
Congress rejected it. However, newcomer Stephen Douglas (Illinois) reintroduced each of Clay’s provisions individually.
After several months of debate, the entire package passed. Clay went to his grave in 1852 believing that his last great
political deal had saved the Union from secession. Unfortunately, the Compromise did not quiet sectional strife for long.

1. The Compromise of 1850:
a.
b.
c.
d.

was completely ill-conceived
quieted sectional bickering until some southern states seceded in 1860
fell short of Henry Clay’s hopes
was declared unconstitutional by the Supreme Court in 1855

2. According to the South, the institution of slavery and the act of secession were
justified by the doctrine of:
a.
b.
c.
d.

manifest destiny
popular sovereignty
states’ rights
due process

3. The Republican Party of the 1850s supported all of the following except:
a.
b.
c.
d.

abolition of slavery
readily available land to settlers headed westward
manufacturing, banking, and business interests
relatively high tariffs

4. The correct chronological order of the following events is:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Kansas-Nebraska Act  Scott v. Sandford  CSA formed  John Brown’s raid
Scott v. Sandford  Kansas-Nebraska Act  John Brown’s raid  CSA formed
John Brown’s raid  CSA formed  Kansas-Nebraska Act  Scott v. Sandford
Kansas-Nebraska Act  Scott v. Sandford  John Brown’s raid  CSA formed

5. Most of the successful escapes aboard the Underground Railroad came from:
a.
b.
c.
d.

the South’s larger cities, such as Atlanta, Charleston, and New Orleans
plantation areas near the Mississippi River
the northernmost regions of the slave South
states along the Atlantic seaboard—Georgia, the Carolinas, and Virginia

6. Abraham Lincoln and Stephen Douglas disagreed most about:
a.
b.
c.
d.

expansion of slavery to new territories and states
using force to abolish slavery throughout the United States
equality of the black and white races
immorality of slavery

7. According to the doctrine of popular sovereignty, the decision to allow slaves in
new territories should be left to:
a.
b.
c.
d.

the President and Congress
eligible voters throughout the country
people in the territory
the governor of the territory

8. The Massachusetts senator who emerged as the leading supporter of Henry Clay’s
Compromise of 1850 was:
a.
b.
c.
d.

John Frémont
Daniel Webster
Thomas Hart Benton
David Wilmot

9. In general, the southern states encouraged free blacks to:
a.
b.
c.
d.

integrate into the white southern society
become educated and choose a profession
form communes in urban areas
emigrate from the region

10. During the 1850s, when the United States was in dire need of strong national
leadership, it was simply not to be found. All of the following were contributing
factors to this situation except:
a. after having provided many years of solid service in the Senate, Thomas Hart
Benton, John C. Calhoun, Henry Clay, and Daniel Webster were all gone
b. Franklin Pierce and James Buchanan provided weak presidential guidance
c. the Supreme Court was dominated by southerners (such as Chief Justice
Roger B. Taney) bent on using the Court to extend selfish regional desires
d. some members of Congress, such as Stephen Douglas of Illinois, Charles
Sumner of Massachusetts, and Preston Brooks of South Carolina, constantly
exhibited pettiness and partisanship adding to the deep sectional rift

11. During the 1850s, the Whig Party split over the issue of:
a.
b.
c.
d.

expansion
immigration
taxation
slavery

