 What does “manifest destiny” mean? In what three ways was it expressed?



 Who coined the term? What President is especially associated with Manifest Destiny?

 What two events precipitated massive movement westward in America?
1803 
1812 
 Three internal foreign agreements during the James Monroe presidency set the stage:
Rush-Bagot Agreement (1817) 
Convention of 1818 
Adams-Onís Transcontinental Treaty (1819) 
 What major obstacles blocked the way for significant westward expansion?



 Two great trails heading westward were:
Santa Fe Trail  __________ total miles from Independence to Santa Fe, then
continued on to Los Angeles via the __________ Trail.
Oregon Trail  __________ total miles from __________ to Portland. Split into
the __________ Trail, which headed to Sacramento.

Using the map provided, indicate the single best correct answer for each of the following descriptions.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.

Brigham Young led the first settlers to this region.
Claimed by five different countries in the early 1800s.
Acquired from France in 1803 for $15 million.
The Missouri River bisects this region.
Known as the Gadsden Purchase.
Contains the original thirteen colonies.
Prime area of settlement was the Willamette Valley.
Acquired through the Webster-Ashburton Treaty of 1842.
Contains the area known as the Great Basin.
Concept of “manifest destiny” originally applied to this region only.
During the mid-1800s, the southern section of this region produced most of
America’s number one export—cotton.
Known as the Louisiana Purchase.
Early settlers here founded Zion (aka Salt Lake City).
This region’s northern boundary is the 31st parallel.
Contains the so-called Bear Flag Republic.
America’s canal system, including the Erie, flourished here.
Most of this region contained the last American soil to be settled, and was
therefore not part of the aggressive wave of settlement prior to the Civil War
popularly known as “manifest destiny.”
Purchased from Mexico for $10 million in 1853.
The Columbia River cuts through the heart of this region.
Functioned as an independent country from 1836 until 1845.
Originally extended much further north, but was separated at the 49th parallel
in 1846.
The so-called “Forty-Niners” helped populate the western part of this region.
America’s railroad industry began in the northern part of this region.
Southern boundary is the Rio Grande.
Part of this region was settled during the 1840s by the Mormons.
For several days during 1836, the famous Battle of the Alamo was fought here.
Important city for early settlement in this region was Portland.
Ceded by Spain in the Adams-Onís Transcontinental Treaty of 1819.
Southern boundary of this region was the 42nd parallel.
Discovery of gold here in 1848 caused great influx of settlers.
The original United States claim to this region extended to 54º 40' north latitude.
Stephen Austin led settlers here in early 1820s.
Robert Gray’s landing in 1792 with his ship Columbia formed the basis of
America’s claim to this region.
The final piece of the puzzle forming the continental United States.
The Appalachian Mountains are located within this region.

In 1996, They Might Be Giants, an alternative rock band, released the song “James K. Polk.” It is
reminiscent of the catchy country tune “The Battle of New Orleans” (Andrew Jackson’s historical
coming-out party) sung by Johnny Horton nearly four decades earlier. The “James K. Polk” lyrics
below, by John Flansburgh, Matthew Hill, and John Linnell, are not historically precise. The song,
of course, was not meant to be a lesson in history, and while none of the mistakes are particularly
grievous, they nevertheless show mere relative superficial familiarity with American history. Can
you identify the blunders? Here are some hints—three of the mistakes concern Polk as President;
only one error has anything to do with Manifest Destiny; one flaw is (admittedly) somewhat subtle.
In 1844, the Democrats were
split.
The three nominees for the
presidential candidate
Were Martin Van Buren, a former
President and an abolitionist;
James Buchanan, a moderate;
Lewis Cass, a general and
expansionist.
From Nashville came a dark
horse riding up,
He was James K. Polk, “Napoleon
of the Stump!”

Austere, severe, he held few
people dear;
His oratory filled his foes with
fear.
The factions soon agreed
He’s just the man we need
To bring about victory,
Fulfill our Manifest Destiny,
And annex the land the Mexicans
command.
And when the votes were cast
the winner was
Mr. James K. Polk, “Napoleon
0f the Stump!”

In four short years he met his
every goal.
He seized the whole Southwest
from Mexico,
Made sure the tariffs fell,
And made the English sell the
Oregon territory,
He built an independent treasury.
Having done all this he sought no
second term,
But precious few have mourned
the passing of
Mr. James K. Polk, our eleventh
President,
“Young Hickory,” “Napoleon of
the Stump!”

