DIRECTIONS: Indicate the single best response for each of the following items.

1. The period known as the Gilded Age involved all of the following except:
a.
b.
c.
d.

the general transition from an agricultural country to an industrial nation
significant westward settlement beyond the Mississippi River
national politics dominated by Congress due to a series of mediocre Presidents
America’s gradual shift away from economic democracy

2. Immigration from countries of southeastern Europe, such as Greece and Italy, is classified as:
a.
b.
c.
d.

“old” immigration
“late” immigration
“modern” immigration
“new” immigration

3. The first federal law to restrict immigration, passed in 1882, targeted people from:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Russia
Ireland
Mexico
China

4. The end of the Plains Indian Wars is marked by the:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Fort Laramie Treaty of 1868
abandonment of the Bozeman Trail by the United States government
Battle at the Little Bighorn River
Wounded Knee Massacre

5. The peak year of European immigration to the United States, during which more
then one million people crossed the Atlantic, was:
a.
b.
c.
d.

1855
1892
1907
1921

6. All of the following were major sources of urban population growth in the Northeast during
the Gilded Age except:
a.
b.
c.
d.

farmers and people from small rural towns
southern blacks
immigrants from Europe and East Asia
unsuccessful California gold prospectors

7. The three largest American cities in 1900 were:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Cheyenne, Omaha, and Sioux City
Baltimore, New York, and St. Louis
Boston, Los Angeles, and New York
Chicago, New York, and Philadelphia

8. All of the following were problems which accompanied rapid urban growth during the late
1800s except:
a.
b.
c.
d.

increased crime
epidemic illnesses
factory closures
unfair labor practices

9. The formation of ethnic neighborhoods by immigrants in American cities:
a.
b.
c.
d.

prevented their advancement in the workplace
resulted from discriminatory restrictions
intensified a sense of incoherence with American values
tended to reinforce the cultural values of their previous societies

10. The intent of the Sherman Act of 1890 was to:
a.
b.
c.
d.

outlaw monopolies
encourage philanthropy
regulate farmers
create additional territories in southwestern United States

11. All of the following American novels portrayed the urban world realistically except:
a.
b.
c.
d.

How the Other Half Lives, by Jacob Riis
A Hazard of New Fortunes, by William Dean Howells
Maggie: A Girl of the Streets, by Stephen Crane
The Call of the Wild, by Jack London

12. The home city of the first paid professional baseball team was:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Boston, Massachusetts
Cincinnati, Ohio
Hackensack, New Jersey
Brooklyn, New York

13. During the latter portion of the 1800s, Americans seemed to place high value on all
of the following except:
a.
b.
c.
d.

aggressive business tactics
progress and technology
material wealth
political honesty

14. “A no-nonsense attitude toward public administration was reflected in his courage,
integrity, and diligence. He valued principle more than adulation of the multitude.
When once urged by party leaders to equivocate his stand on a particular issue
while campaigning for re-election, he replied, ‘What is the use of being elected or
re-elected, unless you stand for something?’ Of the mediocre politicians who
occupied the White House during the Gilded Age, his first term was probably the
best.” The President described is:
a.
b.
c.
d.

James Garfield
Chester Arthur
Grover Cleveland
Benjamin Harrison

15. The Yale professor who applied Charles Darwin’s biological theory of evolution to
the socio-economic world was:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Horatio Alger
Henry George
William Graham Sumner
Thorstein Veblen

16. The first American big business was:
a.
b.
c.
d.

railroads
steel
donuts
petroleum

17. The Scottish immigrant who by the late 1800s dominated America’s iron and steel
industry was:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Cornelius Vanderbilt
Andrew Carnegie
John Davison Rockefeller
Leland Stanford

18. People were lured to the West for all of the following reasons except:
a.
b.
c.
d.

plentiful land at cheap prices
the dream of getting rich by prospecting gold
employment opportunities such as the railroads or cattle drives
better working conditions in factories

19. The group that often “waved the bloody shirt” during the Gilded Age was:
a.
b.
c.
d.

aggressive labor unions
certain politicians
ruthless business tycoons
overzealous westerners

20. The law which granted 160 acres of free western land to any settler who would
agree to farm the land for five years was the:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Morrill Land Grant Act (1862)
Homestead Act (1862)
Desert Land Act (1877)
Dawes Act (1887)

21. All of the following statements about America’s first transcontinental railroad are
true except:
a.
b.
c.
d.

it was authorized by the Pacific Railway Act of 1862
much of the work was performed by Chinese and Irish immigrants
most of the cost was absorbed by the Central Pacific and the Union Pacific
it joined Sacramento, California, with Omaha, Nebraska

22. South Dakota became a state in:
a.
b.
c.
d.

1876
1882
1889
1956

23. All of the following were influential national politicians of the Gilded Age except:
a.
b.
c.
d.

James Blaine (Republican from Maine)
Wade Hampton (Democrat from South Carolina)
John Sherman (Republican from Ohio)
Richard Bland (Democrat from Missouri)

24. The creation of time zones in the United States is associated with the:
a.
b.
c.
d.

cattle industry
Pony Express
addition of western statehoods
railroads

25. After the Civil War, the freed black slaves did all of the following in large numbers except:
a.
b.
c.
d.

migrated to the larger cities of the North
remained in the South to make a living there
headed to the West where racial tensions were less pronounced
left the country and sailed back to their African homelands

26. Adolph Strasser and Samuel Gompers are associated with:
a.
b.
c.
d.

urban development
election reform
organized labor
westward expansion

27. The federal government subsidized construction of a transcontinental railroad because:
a.
b.
c.
d.

there was much danger involved passing through Indian-occupied territory
it was a good way to dispose of excess western land
such a railway was not otherwise profitable for private companies
the Canadian government had successfully done so several years earlier

28. By 1900, the number of America’s statehoods had grown to:
a.
b.
c.
d.

45
48
50
56

29. During the late 1800s and early 1900s, the majority of Europeans arriving in America
passed through the federal immigration station located at New York City’s:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Staten Island
Ellis Island
Angel Island
Long Island

30. The assassination of President James Garfield led to the:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Pendleton Act
Roosevelt Corollary
Supreme Court case of Plessy v. Ferguson
Teller Amendment

31. The changes that occurred in America during the last third of the 1800s were:
a.
b.
c.
d.

relatively insignificant
amazingly rapid
somewhat expected
carefully planned

32. The chain store concept was pioneered by:
a.
b.
c.
d.

J. C. Penney
Montgomery Ward
F. W. Woolworth
Marshall Field

DIRECTIONS: Match each term in the upper group (numbered) with the correct
definition from the lower group (lettered). Some of the definitions are not used.

33. steerage

34. nativism

35. graft

36. entrepreneur

37. laissez-faire

38. monopoly

39. arbitration

40. multiplier effect

41. tenement

42. reform

43. ghetto

44. philanthropy

45. gilded

46. subsidize

47. sharecropper

48. social Darwinism

49. treaty

50. pudding

A.

Person who risks personal capital to organize and operate a new business.

B.

French term which means “no interference.”

C.

Total value of all goods and services produced by the government.

D.

Cheapest accommodation aboard a ship.

E.

Point where organized land meets unsettled territory.

F.

Extreme, unwarranted dislike for foreigners.

G.

Positive change.

H.

To receive funding from the government for a certain project.

I.

Landless farmer who used crops to pay rent.

J.

Control of an entire economic market by a single company.

K.

Process whereby a neutral third party helps two feuding groups reach an agreement.

L.

Creation of many new jobs to support one particularly successful industry.

M.

Large residential building in a city.

N.

Contributing large sums of personal wealth to worthy civic or private organizations.

O.

Especially rundown and densely populated city district occupied by minority group.

P.

Lustrous on the surface but worthless underneath.

Q.

Formal contract negotiated between nations.

R.

Political corruption.

S.

Application of biological theory of “survival of the fittest” to socio-economic world.

T.

Smooth, creamy dessert.

