
 

 
 

 



 
 

   Ending World War II   
 
 
Identify the dates and target cities of the two atomic bombs. 
 
 
 

Who was President at the time? Why was the decision to use the atomic bomb so 
problematic? 
 
 
 

How is Japan today significantly different than the Japan of the 1930s and 1940s? 
 
 
 

What atrocities were committed by Imperialist Japan during World War II? 
 
 
 

Can you think of a viable alternative to using the atomic bomb to end the war? 
 
 
 

How many deaths were caused by the atomic bomb? 
 
 
 
Approximately how many deaths would have resulted using other means to end the 
war with Japan? 
 
 
 

Historians concur that America’s decision to use the atomic bomb was based on a 
combination of three factors. List and briefly explain. 
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When did Japan officially surrender (V-J Day)? Aboard which U.S. battleship did the 
Japanese sign documents? Can you guess why this particular battleship was 
selected?  


